
Thanks to Gillian Conoley, editor, and to Steve Galbreath, production editor of VOLT (24), where this poem originally appeared.
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  in the children’s
    house he tilted

             his mouth
                up
                toward inter-
     
                       com :
laila boih le
  nitzanim (
       guard (ian))
             (nurse

       ) come
 to nitzanim (the
  
     little
   buds)
              reluctant
                 co-passage

cheif teneiya / / tenaya 
: was stoned??? or  
killed with rock to head like  
the girl from Yod faht who resisted  
rape by the schizophrenic teen whose family  
had to flee thier shame, relinquishing ancestral groves  
and home to refugee in jordan
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Tis-sa-ack / /Tis-see-yak:  
name of a mother” 
or 
 “name of a Mono Paiute girl”

 wake /  
      / sleep patterns 
              cry

                  motions 
                   nerve

cells for
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      the brain    

  in 
     black and 
              black 
                 chiffon moiré 
                 mask 
 

     ride muni 
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   bow- 
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        full  
 

   moon night mime

  convers- 
        ation with

              reluctant 
                  co-passage 
                        ers

1851, 21 yrs after 
expulsion, bierstadt 
painted them in bucolic 
ambers

had they 
agreed to be 
framed by the 1 
survivor when blamed 
for 7 prospectors’ 
Deaths? 
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Tis- 
“Face o 
with  
lichen

                       fashion 
a bonnet size and 
             shape of 2 
                   cupped hands

 

      transparent 
     chiffon 
    traced

  with 
    golden 
        thread

              use gold to tie 
               down blue

              jay down 
 so the daugther 
 will all 
     ways

             fly  

                  what        
      does it  
             mean :

        : your 
     village 
 
  burned your

              food 
                    stocks 
taken

?                                     

Tis-sa-ack /

/ Tis-see-yak :

“Cleft-Rock”

did they steal, 
cheat or win 
horses gambling?

where have  
you been the girl’s  
mother’s mother yelped 1 
day before the mother’s  1st day teaching 1st  
grade  when Barry dropped her off in cincinnatti 
with pitons crampons and the boots 

longing to 
      know the 
              tongue 
                of  

 

        

rocks    

canyo

n l
ive

 o
ak

co

n 
t

  rol

led b u
 r 

n
s  

mai

ntained

ga

ther, c
ure, s

he

ll, h
u

what 
will you call 
this valley you 
discovered March 25 
1851 mr. major john savage? 

re
db

ud
 re

d 
fo

r b
as

ke
ts

                  immensity 
       of no 
              human

        cords 
       of music chords

    of body

                           for

senses 

     specilaized                                  
areas 

fas
hio

n 

a bo
nnet 

 si
ze 

and

a
w

a
h

n

 e
e

c

iron

7000 years in valley   awahnech- 
ee // awanichi: corrupted as “yo- 
semite” = ”they  
are killers” or maybe mis-heard 
uzamati = “Grizzly bear”?


