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Water (Mercury)

Coronets of crystal strickle, grackle, creak
Pleep, pop, black humus sopped, seeps
Glister mud-sweat raises rainbow mists
Vaporous whim whispers aways wool bowers
Towers drop, pling, plop, keen, cry

Swarming asps plié, sway, fissure, splay

Tune towards others, bumbling bubbles spew
Leap! Leap! Brook trout burble, bibble,
Wingéd water-dancer’s answer. Banks breed
Emerald wells, wishes, riches. Umbilical queens
Course Luxor, Ur. A-go-go transparent cargo:
Amnia, ego, realms. Currents pull, trill, pool,

Resplendent generation brims the costume room'’s
Womb: urchin, stingray, dolphin. Plethora plankton,
Primrose of life. Carnivorous, circling free

Sucks tsunami growl, shimmers electrolyte sweep,
Plummets phosphoric pearly cells, communes, croons,
Shells, strands, destines. Wingéd ankles comb cerulean

To quicksilver. Velvet winter, lanugo that washes us awake,
Undulate wake suddenflood trestles withershins,

Clarity and luster of a gem, aesthetic rogue communicate
Trough and crest shifting destiny to will, Leap!

Pandora’s flight of persuasion, svelte transom
Hermaphrodite, mébius ribbon of story and song.

Thanks to North Coast Literary Review, where this poem originally appeared.
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